
 
 
 

Press Release 
 

Brutal Assault on Jewish Youngster 
 
Stuttgart, September 1, 2011. Horror-stricken we came to know about the brutal assault on a 
boy of our community; this took place in Stuttgart during last Thursday night. The fifteen-year-
old was so badly injured that he had to undergo medical treatment in hospital. According to 
hearsay, the victim was abused as “Jew” and “Scheißjude” (bloody Jew). The police investigates 
on the basis of serious physical injuries.  

Violent outbursts and mobbing among children and teenagers are an increasing problem. The 
victim’s “different” colour of the skin and/or “different” language and/or “different” religion – 
these differences often lead to repeated physical and psychological assaults. The fact that the 
number of criminal children is growing, is not only known since stone-throwing children attacked 
Jewish dancers during a dance festival in June 2010 in Hanover. The enormous brutality and total 
lack of self-control on the part of the attackers in Stuttgart made us sit up and take notice: the 
proportion was ten to one – ten assailants intimidated the victim. Accompanied by applause on 
the part of the onlookers, two aggressors – one of them a twelve-year-old – assaulted the victim.  

Supposedly, this assault is being treated as non antisemitic. Why then was the victim abused with 
the titles “Jew” and “bloody Jew” while blows and kicks hail against his head and tummy? Is this 
some kind of “background music” accompanying a “normal brutal act of juvenile criminal 
activity”? This leaves a feeling of anxiety. Will the members of our community still be able to cross 
the streets lightheartedly? Are our pupils allowed to stand by their Jewry without anxiety in 
future? 

It is totally short-sighted to take a pronounced antisemitic or xenophobic ideology for granted, in 
order to stigmatise brutality as antisemitic or xenophobic. Consequently, problems are identified 
as such when it is too late. A person repeatedly being attacked, assaulted or even beaten up and 
thus repeatedly confronted with his/her being “different”, has for a long time been the victim of 
such brutality.  

During the weekend, the teenager was able to leave the hospital. But he is still under shock. We 
do hope that he will recover in due time; this assault should result in reconsidering thoroughly the 
fundamental bases of our mutual existence: in public life, in schools, in families. 
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